Persistence of sham feeding after intragastric meals in rats.
In rats on a stringent deprivation schedule and at reduced body weight, an intragastric load of liquid diet that equals or exceeds normal meal size has no effect at all on subsequent sham feeding of milk diet or of glucose. Removing the acute deprivation period and reversing, or preventing, severe weight reduction has no effect on this "persistence" of sham feeding: a full intragastric meal may leave sham feeding quite unaffected, even if that meal follows the previous meal at a physiological interval, in rats at normal weight. These data contrast with graded, dose-dependent effects of other manipulations by other investigators. Perhaps such effects depend on conditioned or anticipatory controls of feeding, whereas our findings apply to unconditioned controls.